
cutaneous features of this group were varied, what
must be said of the almost infinite variety of causes
that gave rise to them. A classification based upon
etiological considerations would appear to be beset
with even greater difficulties. It would seem possible,
however, to correlate certain facts in connection with
the causation of these phenomena which might tend
towards generalization and simplification rather than
analysis and differentiation. The following classifica-
tion of causes was tentatively suggested and discussed :
1. Bacterial and protozoic toxins. 2. Ptomaines. 3.
Leucomaines and their metabolic poisons. 4. Drugs.
Dr. Andrew P. Biddle of Detroit referred to the

frequency with which eruptions followed the injection
of diphtheritic antitoxin, and stated that efforts made
to ascertain the cause of these eruptions had thus far
proven fruitless.
Dr. Ravogli called attention to the importance of

the vasomotor nerves as a possible factor in the pro-
duction of toxic erythemata.

The following officers were elected for the ensuing
year: President, Dr. William T. Corlett of Cleveland;
vice-president, Dr. Frank H. Montgomery of Chicago;
secretary and treasurer, Dr. Charles J. White of Boston;
member of council, Dr. John A. Fordyce of New York.
It was decided to hold the next meeting of the Associa-
tion in New York City, Dec. 28, 29 and 30, 1905.

Recent Literature.

A Manual of Fever Nursing. By Reynold
Webb Wilcox, A.M., M.D., LL.D. Illus-
trated. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston's Son &
Co. 1904.
Dr. Wilcox offers in this volume the substance

of lectures on the subject of fever nursing
delivered to the nurses of St. Mark's Hospital,
New York, in 1903-4. The book contains
much more than its title implies, inasmuch as
it discusses the symptomatology and general
clinical course of various diseases, as well as the
methods of caring for these conditions. This
is wholly in accord with the modern method of
lecturing to nurses, which have come to be
rather dissertations on medical topics than de-
tails of care of the patients. It is, therefore,
merely to be regretted that Dr. Wilcox has not
extended the title of his volume to signify more
accurately what the text as a matter of fact
contains. The book is certainly of value, and
may be read with much profit by nurses and
elementary students generally.
How to Cook for the Sick and Convalescent. Ar-

ranged for the Physician, Trained Nurse and
Home Use. By Helen V. Sachse. Second
edition, revised and enlarged. Philadelphia:J. B. Lippincott Company. 1904.

Practical Dietetics with Reference to Diet in
Disease. By Alida Frances Pattee. Second
edition, revised and enlarged. New York:
1904.

These two small volumes have a somewhat
similar aim. Each has reached a second edition.
In the first volume some seventy recipes have

been added to those contained in the first edition,
and the attempt is made to place the preparation
of food on as exact a basis as is the prescription
of medicine. The classification of recipes for
ready reference is placed at the beginning of the
book and is to be recommended. The remainder
of the volume is taken up with directions as to
the cooking of food.
The second volume, somewhat unfortunately

bound so far as appearance is concerned, is a
book very like the one to which we have just
alluded, in its general make-up. In addition,
however, to the details of recipes, a section is
devoted to diet in disease wherein definite con-
ditions are taken up with the proper dietary
prescriptions for each. This should prove use-
ful, particularly to the nurse.

The tendency to devote more attention than
hitherto to diet as a means of treatment is cer-

tainly worthy of encouragement. Such volumes
as the foregoing help toward that end.

The Urine and Clinical Chemistry of the Gastric
Contents, the Common Poisons, and Milk. By
J. W. Holland, M.D., Professor of Medical
Chemistry and Toxicology, Jefferson Medical
College, Philadelphia. Seventh edition, re-
vised and enlarged. Philadelphia: P. Blakis-
ton's Son & Co. 1904.
This is merely a laboratory manual consisting

of 172 pages. A variety of subjects is touched
upon, but the greater part of the book is devoted
to the urine. The subject matter is, however,
so brief that it cannot be considered more than
a guide to laboratory work. It is probable that
the book is found most useful in the classroom
of the author.

A Textbook of Quantitative Chemical Analysis.
By J. C. Olsen, A.M., Ph.D., Professor of
Analytical Chemistry in the Polytechnic In-
stitute of Brooklyn. Formerly Fellow of the
Johns Hopkins University. New York City:
D. Van Nostrand & Co. 1904.
This is a comprehensive treatise on quantitative

chemical analysis by gravimetric, electrolytic,
volumetric, and gasometric methods. The book
contains seventy-two laboratory exercises giving
the analysis of pure salts, alloys, mineral and
technical products.
The author has prepared the work primarily

for the use of his students and it has been ad-
mirably done. The practical exercises are well
prepared, and the text is clearly written and
remarkably free from typographical errors.
Obsolete and new methods, which have not come
into general use, have been omitted. The chap-
ter on stoichiometry is especially good and it
will serve to aid those who find it difficult to
solve the arithmetical problems which are conse-
quent upon quantitative analysis.

There is no doubt of the value of the work as
a textbook, and we take pleasure in recom-
mending it to the professional chemist and the
student as a work of reference.
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